Pentagon Denies Aid 
Sgawns Latiji |^OBf/)s „ 

_ ..Sdl^^entagpn^ ;ref ef^rflie 

argument ” that U.S. military 
[’assistance encourages foreign 
armies- to -take oven their, civil 
ian governments. s -- 
The question was raised at 
plnspd hearina of a House 


Foreign Affairs subcommittee 
last January when Rep. Don- 
ald M. Fraser (D-Minn.)t noted - 
that, there had been some crit- & 
icism "oir recent coups "in the t 
Dominican Republic and Hon- . 
duras by military:, groups that 
included U.S.-trained officers. 


A transcript of the hearing 
was released yesterday. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of "Defense Frank 'K; Sloan 
said “the absence . or presence 
of U.S. military training does 
not cause — perhaps it helps 
prevent '— the military take- 


over.” 

Sloan added that “the length j 
of military governments in i 
Latin America is . steadily de : . 
dining. Once they do take : 
over, as has been the case in j 
the Dominican Republic and • 
Peru and Ecuador and others, 
they, almost immediately make : 
the announcement they are go- , 
ing to hold elections sometime 
arid they will set a date..”. : 

lie said that .nations re- : 
eoiving. U. S. military aid ; 
“are becoming more and more 
interested in trying to pro- 
more’;" the non]EgJ|^fO#ac-‘ ' 
acter of their forces ’’and" the 
professional standing as pro- 
fessional • military people of 


their officers.” 

In a statement accompany- 
ing the transcript,. Rep. Dante 
B. Fascell (D-Fla.j, chairman 
of the subcomimttee, inter- 
preted the testimony, of Sloan 
and other witnesses as in- 
dicating that the United 
States is changing , the em- 
phasis of its foreign aid pro- 
gram by putting more ideol- 
ogy into it. ■ ; 

He said these changes in- 
clude a downgrading of eco- 
nomic development as the ob- 
jective of economic aid and 
the introduction, of ideological 
content- into the programs 
that trah?.,foreign military men 
Under training in ther United 

.States: - i* ■ 


